
William Eugene Harris
May 10, 1924 - March 11, 2019

William Eugene Harris, 33°, age 94, passed away Monday, March 11, 2019, at St.
Joseph’s Hospital in Buckhannon. He was born May 10, 1924, at West Milford, WV, a son
of the late Dr. Thomas G. and Dora Bailey Harris. He was the youngest and last surviving
of nine children. He was united in marriage to Jean Lea Waugh Harris in 1951, and she
preceded him in death on July 23, 2007. Surviving are one son James L. Harris and wife
Barbara Stemple Harris of Belpre, OH and two grandsons: Jonathan and Patrick. 

 Mr. Harris was educated in Harrison County Schools. After graduating from Unidis High
School, he served in WWII as a Pharmacist’s Mate for three years. He graduated from
WVU in 1949, where he was a member of Kappa Sigma. He was then a representative for
Metropolitan Life and Prudential, and became a Chartered Life Underwriter (CLU). He was
past president of the Parkersburg Life Underwriters and a Life Underwriters Training
Council Instructor. He was a member of the Herman Lodge #6 A.F. & A.M. of Clarksburg,
Scottish Rite Bodies, York Rite, Nemesis Shrine Temple, and President of the Ohio Valley
Shrine Club of Parkersburg. He was devoted to helping with the Shriners Children
Program and the Scottish Rite Learning Disorder Clinics of Charleston and Morgantown.
He also served as a “roadrunner”, transporting children to and from Shriner’s Hospitals.
He was also a member of the Upshur County Shrine Club and the American Legion Post
#7 of Buckhannon. 

 

He was a member of the First Presbyterian Church of Parkersburg and served there as
Deacon, Trustee, and Elder. Later, he attended the First Presbyterian Church of
Buckhannon, where he served as Liturgist and Treasurer of the church’s service group.
He was also a member of the John W. Reger Society of West Virginia Wesleyan College. 

 He enjoyed most nonfiction reading, especially history. He loved hunting and fishing with
his son and grandsons, woodworking, golfing, WVU football, music, and travel. He was
devoted to his family and took tremendous pleasure in all their activities. 

The family will receive friends at the Heavner and Cutright Funeral Chapel on Saturday,
March 16, 2019, from 1-2:00 PM, the funeral hour, with the Rev. Robert F. Heavner
officiating. Interment will follow in the Heavner Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, donations may



be made to the Shriners Hospitals for Children, 2900 N. Rocky Point Dr. Tampa, FL 33607
or the Scottish Rite Clinic for Childhood Language Disorders, 24 West Second Street,
Duluth, MN 55802.



Cemetery Details

Heavner Cemetery

505 Hall Road
Buckhannon, WV 26201
(304) 472-1651

Previous Events

Visitation

MAR 16. 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM (ET)

Heavner & Cutright Funeral Chapel and Cremation Services
940 Route 20 South Road
Buckhannon, WV 26201
(304) 472-8024
heavnerandcutright@aol.com
https://www.heavnerandcutright.com/

Funeral Service

MAR 16. 2:00 PM (ET)

Heavner & Cutright Funeral Chapel and Cremation Services
940 Route 20 South Road
Buckhannon, WV 26201
(304) 472-8024
heavnerandcutright@aol.com
https://www.heavnerandcutright.com/
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Carolyn Burnside - March 16, 2019 at 12:51 PM

I planned to come today to say goodbye to Cousin Bill --- but I am not able. I've
enjoyed our visits and lunches in recent years --- we talked only ten days ago.
When I was little, we drone Grandmother Harris to visit Uncle Tom and Aunt Dora
on some Sundays. When I was eight and Bill eighteen, tall and blonde, he was
the best looking boy I had ever seen. Once he took me to the garden behind the
house and tugged on some green leaves --- up popped bright orange carrots --- a
real surprise. The house on Mill Street is the oldest brick house in the county. I
remember a pump in the kitchen sink. I will miss you, Bill. Carolyn Burnside
Daughter of Mary Harris Reynolds

Bernard L Allen - March 14, 2019 at 09:04 AM

My wife and I wish to extend our sincere condolences to William's family. He was
our Prudential agent for a period of time while we were living in Parkersburg. He
was a fine person, and we had many great conversations during his visit to our
home about insurance and other subjects. Dr. Bernie Allen, Conway, SC

Steve/Michelle, Brian/Terri, Jeanne/Roy (& kids) - March 13, 2019 at 09:10
PM

Steve/Michelle, Brian/Terri, Jeanne/Roy (& kids) purchased the
Beautiful in Blue for the family of William Eugene Harris.

March 13, 2019 at 08:12 PM

Days of Sunshine Bouquet was purchased for the family of
William Eugene Harris.
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Heavner & Cutright Funeral Chapel and Cremation Services - March 12, 2019 at 03:37 PM

1 file added to the album Memories Album


